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“The Church is a community of God's people, and priests, pastors and bishops, who have the 

care of souls, are at the service of the people of God.”  
Pope Francis 

 
While growing up in Towson, Maryland, I was surrounded by adults who had dedicated their 
lives in the name of God’s love. These faith-filled mentors shared the gift of service as religious 
sisters and priests. Having spent 11 of my first 12 years of education sitting in the desk of a 
Catholic school - my first seven years with Franciscan nuns and the final four years with Jesuit 
priests and brothers - I enjoyed a front row seat to the world of religious life. It is without 
question that the love, support and guidance I received from my parish priests, the Franciscan 
nuns and Jesuit priests who mentored, taught and coached me was truly inspiring. 
 
This past week as the Catholic Church in the United States celebrated Vocations Awareness 
Week, I was keenly reminded of the special presence of the religious figures in my own life.  
During this blessed occasion, our national faith community annually dedicates seven days to 
promote vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and 
education. And in the Diocese Wilmington, we offer great significance to this celebration. To this 
point, within each of our Religion class, teachers (as well as other teachers throughout our 
Diocese), all utilized the instructional resources that are made available through an online tool. 
This curricular program moves from education to formation and serves to inspire Catholic 
students to appreciate each vocation and become open to God’s call. Moreover, included within 
this week is a special experience called Vocations Awareness Day. During this event which was 
held at Holy Cross School in Dover, our sixth grade joined their diocesan grade level 
counterparts from each of the 17 elementary Catholic schools within the Wilmington Diocese. 
The program gathered together a diverse array of both youthful and veteran priests, deacons, 
religious sisters and brothers all assembled to offer the students an opportunity to hear about 
the special calling of responding to and living a consecrated life. What a true gift it was for our 
sixth grade students to hear the many stories that make up our Catholic community.  
 
As a school community who intentionally uses our communal events as a means in which to 
honor God and the many blessings he places into our lives, we recently celebrated the end of 
another successful fall sports season with a unique event we call the Rosary Rally. As the 
starting point to our evening awards ceremony and dinner, our sports teams gathered together 
in the church and prayed the Rosary. This memorable event served as a fitting way to celebrate 
the gift of our athletic program and the blessing of our Catholic school community. Looking back 
at the season, our success would not be possible if not for the tireless dedication of our volunteer 
coaches. To this point, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Abby Marsh & Alexis 
Roskovich (Field Hockey), Michael Scott & Justin Plankey (Golf), Cheryl Synowiec & Stephanie 
Overton-O’Hara (Soccer); for all of the time and effort they shared in helping to mold our 
student-athletes into young men and women of character.    
 
What an amazing school we have in PENGUIN NATION! We are truly blessed!! 
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